
The OA effect How does open access affect  
the usage of scholarly books?

What are the 
motivations behind 
the publishing and 
funding of OA books?

Readership was much 
bigger compared to our 
other traditional books.”

For me this is so important to 
disseminate important policy 
information in low-resource 
countries. For me it has been 
a massive success.”

It is really about bringing 
the content to people who 
shall be reading it.”

If it is publicly-funded research (which 
it is in my case), then I think the public 
has the right to access these results 
without any boundaries.”

Ethics

Visibility

Wide reach
Audience

I work with issues that have to do with 
inequality, so for me publishing a book that 
wasn’t OA on the impact of international 
development would be quite unethical.”

I see open access  
as the future of 
scientific publishing.”

Open access books have

50%
than non-OA books on average

than non-OA books on average

10x

7x

more 
citations 

more online 
mentions

than non-OA books on average

Open access books have

Open access books have

more 
downloads 

       oabooks@springernature.com

Read The OA Effect report at: springernature.com/the-oa-effect



Springer Nature publishes open access (OA) books and chapters under its SpringerOpen and Palgrave
Macmillan imprints. We helped to pioneer OA book publishing, first piloting OA publication for books in 
2011. We publish OA books across a wide range of areas in:

550+ books

280+ chapters

• Increased visibility
• Maximised discoverability
• Global readership
• CC BY 4.0 licence for 

maximum reuse
• Author retains copyright

Contact our free  
funding support service  
to discover and apply  
for OA book funding:  
oafundingpolicy@ 
springernature.com 

For info on submitting  
an OA book proposal visit:  
springernature.com/oabooks

SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY MEDICINE HUMANITIES & 
SOCIAL SCIENCES

Downloads 
1,200+
leading authors 
and editors

30+
million chapter 
downloads 
since 2013

across

60+
countries

Average chapter 
downloads per   
open access book: 

58.7K

• Rigorous peer review
• Access to Bookmetrix
• Free for readers (PDF, ePub, HTML, MOBI)
• Various formats accepted:  

monographs, edited volumes/collections, 
proceedings, protocols, short-form books 
(SpringerBriefs, Palgrave Pivots), chapters. 

Benefits of publishing an OA book with Springer Nature

OA books at Springer Nature

Readers      
are in

150+
countries

A59522

200+ funding partners
Including:
European Commission, 
European Research 
Council, FWF, IEA, 
IMISCOE, Simula, 
The Wellcome Trust.
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